Trinity 7 - Mark 8:1-9

There are two key themes that pop up in our Gospel lesson from Mark chapter 8. First, it is the
Jesus felt sorry for the crowd. Second, it is that the people had enough to eat. In other words,
Jesus has compassion, and we are therefore satisfied. This is the continual theme throughout
Scripture. It is the theme of the Christian life. Everything we teach centers on this truth. God has
compassion on poor sinners for the sake of Christ. Through faith in this great compassion, we
have peace with God, satisfied by his goodness and mercy.

Since this compassion of Christ is such a great treasure, the devil is always trying to destroy it.
The world is always trying to replace it with something else, and our sinful flesh always denies
it.

The devil portrays our Lord’s pity and compassion as evil. God provided for Adam and his wife
in the garden of Eden, because he was compassionate. Whatever they ate in the garden would
satisfy them. They were at peace with God. The Lord who rested from his work of creation also
gave rest and contentment to the crown of his creation. But the devil deceived the woman into
eating the fruit, which God commanded them not to eat. The devil managed to convince them
that God was somehow holding out on them just because he barred them from eating of that one
tree.

So itis today that the devil is always portraying God’s compassion as insufficient or even straight
up evil. God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself. Christ had compassion on sinners.
This means that he suffered for them. He bore their sin. He carried the punishment, which we all
deserve. The devil portrays this as cruel and unusual. What kind of a loving God would demand
such a severe punishment for sin? Can’t God just forgive without the shedding of blood? Is he
some sort of blood thirsty ogre who is so hungry for vengeance that he needs to murder his own
Son? The devil calls this divine child abuse.

The world therefore replaces this compassion of Christ with a different kind of compassion.
People think that they are more compassionate than God. God condemns sin, because it is an
assault against every good thing. He condemns sin precisely because he is loving. He doesn’t want
sin to reign, because it only bears rotten fruit. If sin runs rampant and unchecked, then God
knows that there are real consequences. People get murdered. Children are neglected. Authority
is completely ignored, property goes unprotected, and utter chaos takes over. But the worst thing
is that sin separates people from their loving and perfectly holy Creator. God’s wrath against sin
is therefore the other side of his love and compassion.

The world isn’t satisfied with this. If God were truly compassionate, then he would never punish
anyone ever. He never would have wiped out mankind in the days of Noah, and he never would
have destroyed the Canaanites in the days of Joshua. The world calls God’s judgments evil,
because the world wants a different kind of compassion than what God gives.

And yet, worldly compassion only ends in more bloodshed and misery. The people of the earth
were filled with violence in the days of Noah. The Canaanites were sacrificing their own children
to demons. Souls are robbed of the peace and satisfaction that comes only from knowing God and
his compassion on sinners. The world’s compassion is always motivated by pride, greed, and lust.
They want God to be merciful on them, but once they themselves get robbed or injured, then they
want justice. They want to be seen as loving and compassionate, all while they are driven to
benefit themselves and enrich themselves.

For example, people promote so called euthanasia or good death as a compassionate option for
those who have a difficult life. Someone has a disease? Have a doctor give him poison to help put



him out of his misery. There’s an unwanted pregnancy? The baby probably won’t grow up to be
happy anyway, so we might as well put him out of his misery too. Margaret Sanger, the founder
of Planned Parenthood, once wrote, “The most merciful thing that the large family does to one of
its infant members is to kill it.”

Such a warped view of mercy and compassion continues to plague the minds of this dying world.
And it just so happens that what this world calls compassion so often leads to death for some and
a lot of money for others.

While the devil attacks and lies about God’s compassion, and while the world replaces it with a
phony version of compassion, the sinful flesh is unable to believe and find rest in God’s
compassion. Instead, the sinful flesh seeks comfort and satisfaction in its own desires. It remains
a slave to all kind of unrighteousness. This always leads to rotten fruit and shameful practices.
St. Paul therefore asks those who were once slaves to sin, “What was your advantage then? You
were only doing the things that now make you blush with shame.” This is what the sinful flesh
leaves us. At first, it promises pleasure and satisfaction, but it always leaves us unsatisfied. It
always leaves us with regret, shame, and despair.

Fornication only leaves you wanting more, leading to diseases, domestic disputes, neglected
children, and bitterness. Addiction to drugs and drunkenness only leaves you alone and
ashamed. You can dedicate your life to making as much money as possible, thinking that you are
being compassionate just because you write a check to a charity once a year. But if your treasure
is not in heaven, then you are only leaving yourself with a bad conscience. Money can’t buy you
peace with God.

God’s compassion is not shallow or fleeting like the compassion of this world. He isn’t just nice.
No, his compassion led him into the very depths of our misery, feeling in his own body and soul
the curse of sin that plagues us and leaves us condemned. God knew and saw our wretched state
before the world’s foundation. Mindful of his own compassion, he planned our salvation. He
turned to us a father’s heart. He did not choose the easy part but gave his dearest treasure.

God’s compassion therefore means that he knows what you need. He knows what you are
struggling against. He knows that sin and temptation that keeps nagging at your conscience. He
knows the worries you have about your health, about your livelihood, and about your life. He
teaches us to bear these things. He teaches us to be patient. He teaches us to go without food and
nourishment when necessary. But he does so to teach us that our faith rests in the living bread
of his Word. But he also gives us relief from our suffering. He who knows all our woes knows
how best to end them.

Jesus therefore said to his disciples, “I have compassion on the people. They've been with me
three days now and have nothing to eat. If I let them go home without eating, they will become
exhausted on the road. Some of them have come a long way.”

Such words show the deep compassion of God who knows all things. He knows how the devil,
the world, and your own sinful nature harass you when you are trying to lead a Christian life. He
knows when you are worrying about what you will eat or wear. He knows when you are
portrayed as mean and lacking compassion by this world. When people call you a bigot simply
for confessing the truth of God’s Word, Jesus knows this. When people call you soft when you
refuse to retaliate or when you strive to show mercy, Jesus knows this too. He knows when your
children see you as too strict. He knows when you are overwhelmed by the work he has given
you, when you see how empty your own sin has left you. He knows there is no mercy or
compassion in the sins of the flesh.



Knowing this, Jesus is driven by compassion. It is his compassion which satisfies us. In the face
of 4,000 people, his disciples only had seven loaves of bread and a few fish. They were unable to
satisfy anyone. This teaches us that our works will never gain us peace with God. They can’ t
satisfy God. Only Christ did that when he bore our burden on himself and obeyed his Father’s
will.

Jesus therefore performs this miracle to illustrate that he alone can fill our hungry bodies and
souls. Only he can give us a good conscience and contentment. Because only his compassion truly
takes away sin.

Jesus also does not despise the little bit that his disciples had. He didn’t throw away the seven
loaves and the fish. Instead, he used them to satisfy the crowds. This teaches us that even when
God gives you a little, he is always working through it. He is working all things out for good for
those who love him and have been called by his Holy Spirit into the life and compassion of his
Son. Even when you make a meager meal for your children, he blesses your time together. When
your conversations are seasoned with his Word, he is satisfying the whole household with his
grace. He brings you together at the dinner table even as he brings us to eat his own body and
blood at his altar. Through it all, he is teaching us at all times to taste and see his goodness and
compassion. Pointing you forward to the hope of your inheritance at the heavenly banquet, the
God of great compassion is strengthening you to bear the burdens of this life with faith in his
promise and hope for what is to be revealed.

This is therefore the central theme for our lives. We are satisfied by God’s compassion through
Jesus Christ. Whether we are eating and drinking, working or resting, rejoicing or suffering, the
compassion of God’s Son remains our source of peace. This is the true meaning of being able to
do all things through Christ who strengthens you. It means that in Christ you can be content. So
let his peace and compassion always rule your heart and mind. Let his Word dwell in your richly.
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to the
Father through him. In Jesus’ name: Amen.



