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To sing a new song is to sing about the gospel. Itis to sing about God’s right hand and holy arm, which
have brought salvation for poor sinners. This is about Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who became flesh,
suffered and died for our sins, was raised from the dead, and ascended into heaven where he sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. He has revealed his righteousness to the nations. That is to say,
his righteousness is offered as a free gift to all people everywhere. Everything he did he did on behalf of
sinners of all times and places. His obedience, his teaching, his faithfulness, his kindness, his mercy, his
patience in suffering, bearing God’s wrath against sin, commending himself to the Father, and rising
from the dead — this is all his righteousness, which he credits to all the world. This is the righteousness
that covers up all sin. To sing about this righteousness is to sing a new song.

The Holy Spirit teaches us this new song. What makes it new is not the beat, the rhythm, or even the
poetry. It certainly isn’t whether people give it good reviews. The Spirit’s song likely won’t prompt an
artist to call up his agent and excitingly tell him about the new sound he’s been looking for. What makes
the Holy Spirit’s song new is what it declares and teaches. The Holy Spirit teaches about Christ. By
teaching about Christ, he actually makes Christ present to us with all he has — his life, his righteousness,
his salvation, his very kingdom.

In other words, the new song of the Spirit is the gospel. It is the good news of Jesus Christ, the only
begotten Son of God, who has died for your sins, risen to declare you righteous, and continually lives to
intercede for you before your Father in heaven. As the Holy Spirit nurtures you in this Word of Christ,
he continues to intercede for you as well.

This is why St. Paul tells us to sing Psalms, hymns, and songs of the Spirit. In singing, the Apostle tells us
that we are teaching and admonishing one another. The Word of Christ dwells in us richly as we are
filled with the Holy Spirit with thanksgiving to God the Father. This is why we sing from the Psalms,
usually in the Introit, the Gradual, and the Alleluia Verse during our service. It's why we sing songs that
were inspired by the Holy Spirit, like the Christmas song of the angels in the Gloria in Excelsis; or the
song of the cherubim in the Sanctus in which we chant about the Holy Holy Holy Lord God of Hosts. We
sing the Agnes Dei, the song of John the Baptist, as we recognize that Christ, the Lamb of God who took
away the sin of the world, is present with us in his body and blood. We sing the song of Simeon in which
we confess that we can now depart in peace, since God’s Word has been fulfilled in Christ. These are
songs of the Spirit, inspired by him.

We also sing hymns. Our hymns serve the same purpose as the Psalms and other spiritual songs. By
them we teach one another the Word and works of God.

When the Holy Spirit teaches us, he doesn’t hold anything back. He confronts our sin. He exposes false
doctrine and corrects deceitful notions promoted in this world. He declares how the devil has been
defeated and sinners have been reconciled with God. Jesus has a lot to teach us. He knows that we
can’t take it in all at once. So he gives his Holy Spirit, the Comforter, who leads us and guides us with
the whole truth of his life-giving Word.

Jesus calls the Holy Spirit the Comforter. Some translate it as Helper. We shouldn’t argue too much
about the translation. But we should know that Jesus is describing more than merely an assistant who
gives us a pep talk or a boost at times. No, he is describing our Advocate. When we can’t find the words
or the strength to pray, he intercedes for us with groaning that is too deep for words. When we hear
the Word of God, the Holy Spirit is always there working through this precious truth. Through the
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promise of your baptism, in the preaching of the gospel, and even in the patient instruction of God’s
Word, the Holy Spirit is present and active, giving to you everything Jesus has. Even when you hear the
law, which tells you to watch your mouth, stop getting drunk, stop speaking evil of your neighbor, stop
giving into your sexual lusts, stop looking to this world for approval and comfort — even when you hear
these stinging words of rebuke, this is also the Holy Spirit. He does this not to condemn you but to
correct you and train you, with all patience and kindness.

Jesus says, “All that the Father has is mine.” He is one eternal God with the Father. He already shared
the same throne and kingdom with the Father from eternity. He always had life from the Father. So
when he came to earth to suffer and die, he wasn’t doing this for himself, as if he needed to earn
anything. He is the Son, the possessor of all heavenly treasures. Jesus came to suffer all of this so that
he could share it with you. He reconciled you to the Father. The Holy Spirit takes all of these treasures —
he takes everything the Son has from his Father — and he declares it to you through his precious Word.

This is how he advocates for you. This is how he comforts you and encourages you and helps you. Jesus
has a lot to tell us, a lot to teach us. The Holy Spirit delivers all of this to you. But he is patient. He gives
you all the treasures of Christ in your baptism. By faith in this promise, you can know that you have
everything you need for your salvation. You have Christ, his life, death and resurrection, his blood and
righteousness. You have the certainty of heaven. But as you grow to understand this and live your life
according to this great treasure, the Holy Spirit remains with you in his Word. It is through the patience
and comfort of the Scriptures that the Holy Spirit gives you hope to press on in this life into the life of
the world to come.

Jesus told his disciples that he had a lot to tell them, but they couldn’t handle it all just yet. First, he
needed to finish what his Father sent him to do, to pay the price for all our sins and rise from the dead
with our forgiveness and peace secured. It’s the same with us today. We don’t just hand the Bible to
our kids and make them read it on their own. We begin with the simple gospel promise. These children
baptized this morning need to know this: that Jesus Christ, God’s Son, died for their sins and rose from
the dead. They have been baptized into him, and he shares everything with them. As they grow, they
learn to recite this faith in the Creed. They learn to examine themselves with the Ten Commandments,
repenting of their sins and trusting in the God who created, redeemed, and sanctifies them. They learn
the Lord’s Prayer, growing in their confidence to call God their Father. And they learn key Bible verses
as they grow. Through this simple summary of the Christian faith, they grow in their understanding and
confession of their Savior.

This is how the Holy Spirit works. He is patient and kind, giving us the firm foundation and
strengthening us to grow up into salvation as we taste and see that the Lord is good.

This is why we teach Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to the children. It’s not because there is some
law in the Bible that says we need to follow this exact order of service and sing these old hymns
translated from German, Latin, or some Scandinavian language. No, we sing Psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs, because we know that it is through the Word of God that the Holy Spirit works. He
teaches us. Yes, we are free to follow other orders of service. There’s nowhere in the Bible that says we
need to sing Martin Luther’s hymn Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice on Cantate Sunday. Cantate
Sunday also isn’t in the Bible. But if we are looking for some kind of proof text or rule, then we are
missing the point.
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Pay attention to the words of the hymns we sing. See how they clearly teach about the fallen sinful
nature. See how clearly they teach about the atoning work of Christ. See how they speak plainly about
the spiritual dangers that are all around us. See how they direct us to the power of God’s Word and the
assurance of his sacraments. That’s why we sing them. They teach. It's why we have the kids memorize
them. When | go to the nursing home, either on my own or with the children, we sing hymns, | often
see people singing along. Many of them learned these hymns as children. And now, as they are at the
end of their earthly lives, no one can take this precious doctrine away from them. They have been
brought up in the school of the Holy Spirit and experience to hope in what this dying world can never
give. One lady told me that when she was a little girl she didn’t know why Pastor Niewald made her
memorize all these hymns. But now she understands. She didn’t understand it all at the time. But
through the patience and comfort of the Holy Spirit working through the Word, she holds onto the sure
hope that was taught to her. And it is always a new song.

The Holy Spirit convicts the world of sin, because they don’t believe in Jesus. Good hymns will make this
clear. We cannot by our own reason or strength believe in Jesus. Our sinful nature — our old Adam —is
an unbeliever and needs to drown and die. The Holy Spirit convicts the world of righteousness, because
Christ has gone to the Father and we see him no more. A good order of service with hymns and
canticles will clearly set forth that our righteousness is found only in Christ who died for us, rose for us,
and sits at the right hand of the Father interceding for us. Though he was angry with us, his anger has
been turned away, and he comforts us. We are not declared righteous by what we can see and observe
in ourselves. It is through faith in God’s sure promise. This is at the center of our song. The Holy Spirit
convicts the world of judgment, because the devil — the ruler of this world — has been judged. As we
sing in the hymn, “He’s judged. The deed is done. One little word can fell him.” The Psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs we sing teach and admonish us to call the devil what he is: a liar and a murderer. He has
been cast down from God’s throne. So as the children have learned to sing, “Satan, hear this
proclamation: | am baptized into Christ! Drop your ugly accusations! | am not so soon enticed!”

Certainly, there are good hymns that have been written in recent years, and they are worth learning and
singing. But what makes a song a new song is not when it was written. It is that it clearly confesses and
lays out the teaching of Christ, whose mercies are new every morning. And it is that you are singing
today. Today, right now, you are being comforted by the Word and peace of Christ who has gone to the
Father to be your eternal Advocate. And by his Holy Spirit, he remains with you to the very end of the
age. So sing to the Lord a new song, because he has done marvelous things. He is your strength and
your song, and he has become your salvation. Let us pray:

And Thou, O Holy Spirit,

My Comforter and Guide,

Grant that in Jesus' merit
| always may confide,

Him to the end confessing
Whom | have known by faith.
Give me Thy constant blessing

And grant a Christian death. Amen.



