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The disciples were asking about three things.  First, Jesus says, “A little while and you’ll not 
see Me anymore.”  Second, Jesus says, “Again a little while and you will see Me.”  Third, 
Jesus says, “I’m going to the Father.”  Jesus was referring to his death, resurrection, and 
ascension.  He would be betrayed, condemned, crucified, and buried.  For this little while 
they would not see him.  But on the third day he would rise.  For another little while, namely 
forty days, they would see him.  But then he would ascend into heaven and sit down at the 
right hand of his Father.  This is the basic summary of what Jesus is talking about.  He 
would be crucified and buried, raised on the third day, and ascend to the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty.   

His disciples are asking about these three things, so our Lord Jesus explains what he 
means  While he speaks of what would take place in the next several days, his words apply 
to the entire life of the Christian and the Christian church until the end of the age.  In each 
of these three statements we find the source of comfort and strength for the Christian life.  
So let’s first consider what Jesus meant when he said, “A little while and you’ll not see Me 
anymore.” 

Jesus would be taken from his disciples, arrested, condemned, whipped, mocked, stripped 
bare, and nailed to a cross.  This would be only for a little while.  And yet, a little while can 
seem like an eternity in the moment.  Here Jesus describes extreme sadness.  He says, 
“You will cry and mourn, but the world will be glad.”  The disciples would be overtaken with 
sorrow as they saw their Lord betrayed, falsely accused, condemned, mocked, scourged, 
and crucified.  All the while, the earthly leaders, such as the Jews and the Romans, would 
rejoice as they jeered and scoffed at him hanging on the cross.  Jesus was hidden from their 
eyes, covered in sores and shame, for a little while.  But this little time seemed like forever. 

These words of Christ apply to the entire Christian life as well.  The Christian lives by faith 
and not by sight.  God’s grace to us in Jesus Christ is hidden under the temptations and 
attacks of the devil, the world, and our own sinful nature.  We can’t look to the religious 
sentiments of the age to find Jesus.  Even when they talk about Jesus, they don’t present 
him as the one and only Savior, the only begotten Son of God who became flesh, made full 
payment for our sins from the cross, and rose from the dead to bring righteousness and life 
for all people.  Instead, the false religions, which are all controlled by the devil, present 
Jesus as just one of many other religious options.   

We also can’t look to the world to find Jesus.  They might give us some moral instructor who 
teaches how to live a virtuous life or gain influence and popularity.  But the world won’t 
show you the true Lord Jesus who gave his life into death to bear our sin and guilt.  Jesus 
came into this world not to be served but to serve.  He came to suffer with patience the 
lashes, insults, and divine anger, which we all deserve.  The world is scandalized by this 
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Jesus, so they present a different kind of Jesus who doesn’t judge, doesn’t call us to 
repentance, and doesn’t suffer the wrath of God. 

You also can’t look to your own reason and strength to find Jesus.  In your flesh you will only 
find sin.  You will find the selfish desires that seek peace in anything other than Christ and 
his atoning death.  In other words, you will find only darkness and unbelief. 

This is why the world rejoices when you mourn.  As long as you seek peace and comfort 
only from Christ and his Word, you will find that the world and your own flesh find comfort 
and peace in different things.  When you mourn death, you know that death is God’s 
judgment against sin.  When you are sad about divisions and conflicts that tear apart 
families and civilizations, you know that all this unrest stems from sin and false teaching.  
You know that the lies that keep people from finding peace in Christ are the same lies that 
dwell in your own flesh.  When Peter ran away weeping bitterly, it was because he realized 
that his denial of his Lord came from the same sin that nailed Jesus to the cross.  We find 
that nothing good dwells in our flesh.  But the world can’t sympathize with this.  Sure, they 
weep over death and divisions, but they ignore the source of such misery.  Instead, they 
rejoice and find comfort in the things that are passing away.  They rely on their own works, 
feelings, and religious or political efforts, and they ignore the only true source of peace and 
joy in Christ.   

Allow me to give some examples of how you might mourn while the world rejoices.  Your 
son falls in love with an unbeliever.  They start fornicating and ignoring God’s command to 
keep the marriage bed holy.  Bit by bit, he stops attending church.  They finally get engaged, 
but you are sad and discouraged that your future daughter-in-law doesn’t seem interested 
in being a Christian.  You try to push them in the right direction, but it doesn’t seem to do 
anything.  You love your son.  You love your future daughter-in-law.  You will love their 
children.  But it breaks your heart that they aren’t hearing the Word of God.  The thought 
that your grandchildren would grow up not learning about their Savior, unbaptized and 
given over the world, makes you weep.  In the meantime, all the world can see is that your 
son is getting married.  All the world can see is that this is a nice couple.  Perhaps they have 
good jobs, and they are overall responsible citizens.  That’s all the world cares about.  So 
while you mourn over the spiritual condition of your child, the world rejoices and 
congratulates.   

Or here is another example.  Someone prominent in the community dies.  You know the 
person who died.  You know he didn’t care about the gospel.  But out of respect, you attend 
the funeral.  The hired hand preaches a sermon in which he just talks about how good the 
dead person was.  He preaches him into heaven, saying nothing about sin, repentance, 
faith, Christ’s atoning sacrifice for our sins, or the hope of the resurrection.  As you leave 
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the funeral, you hear people talk about how comforting the sermon was.  It vexes you in 
your soul that these people heard nothing but flattery and lies, yet they find joy in these 
false comforts.   

The world rejoices while you mourn.  This is because the world cannot see what you trust 
and hope in.  And you can’t see Jesus in what the world takes comfort in.   

No, you will only find Jesus in his precious gospel.  Hidden in his dying body on the cross 
was God forgiving and establishing peace with poor sinners.  You therefore find him where 
he promises to be, in his baptism, in his word of forgiveness, in his Supper, in the fellowship 
of his saints around his pure Word and sacraments.  You will find him hidden in the washing 
of water with the Word, hidden under bread and wine, hidden in the confession of humble 
Christians who claim nothing from themselves but cling in faith to the merits of their Savior 
who bled and died for them.  He is hidden, for a little while, until we see him face to face.  
But he is there.  He is in the midst of all who gather in his name.   

It is for this reason, that he is also hidden in the various trials that test your faith.  St. Paul 
says that we carry in ourselves the dying of Christ so that the life of Christ may be revealed 
in our mortal bodies.  We are baptized into Christ’s death with the hope of a new life.  These 
afflictions and trials come in different shapes and sizes.  Some are persecuted harshly, 
kicked out of churches, shunned, insulted, and even killed.  Others are simply tempted to 
abandon or give up on their calling, being wooed by the passions of their own flesh and the 
pride of this world.  The devil, the world, and our sinful flesh teach us to find comfort in the 
things that we can see.  But as we resist these temptations and as we bear these 
afflictions, Jesus Christ is right there the whole time.  He remains hidden under your cross 
and affliction, driving you closer to his Word and to prayer.   

This brings us to the second thing the disciples asked about.  What does Jesus mean when 
he says, “Again a little while and you will see me?”  Here Jesus refers to his resurrection.  
On the third day, he rose and appeared to his disciples.  He continued to appear to them in 
the flesh for forty days before he finally ascended into heaven from the Mount of Olives.  
They were glad when they saw him.  Their sorrow and fear were turned into joy and peace.  
They therefore serve as his witnesses.  We rely on this sure witness.  Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John were inspired by the Holy Spirit to give us eyewitness accounts of our Lord’s life, 
death, and resurrection.  It is by the power of this resurrection that our faith stands secure, 
and we have the sure hope that we too will see him face to face.   

Jesus said, “You also are sad now, but I will see you again. Then you’ll be filled with joy, and 
no one will take your joy away from you.”  The joy of Christ’s resurrection is one that no one 
can take away.  Even though you are surrounded by sadness, trials, and temptations in this 



Jubilate – John 16:16-23 4 

world, the joy of Christ risen from the dead overwhelms it all.  It’s like a woman who gives 
birth, and she’s in pain. But the joy of her baby outweighs the pain.  No matter what sin is 
nagging at your conscience, no matter how much opposition you face for your Christian 
confession, no matter how weak your flesh is, how can any of this hold a candle to the joy 
you have in the resurrected Christ?  He is risen from the dead, which means that your sins 
are all forgiven.  You are at peace with God.  You have a new life, the promise of the Holy 
Spirit, and the pledge that God will work all things out for your good. 

This therefore brings us to the third thing the disciples were asking about.  Jesus said, “I’m 
going to the Father.”  What does this mean?  It means that he sits at the right hand of God, 
living and reigning forever on our behalf.  He is our advocate, interceding for us constantly 
as he shares his Father’s throne.  Jesus therefore tells his disciples, “If you ask the Father 
for anything in My name, He will give it to you . . . Ask and you will receive, and your joy will 
be complete.”  Through Christ, we have access into God’s grace.  By faith in our Savior, we 
have constant confidence to approach the Father as his dear children.  Because our Lord 
has become our brother.  He shares our own human nature, and he sits in heaven 
enthroned as our intercessor and Redeemer forever.   

This is our constant ground of hope in this life.  Therefore, as St. Peter says, “Though you 
have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and 
rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls” (1 Pet 1:8-9). We therefore confess again with that same 
joy: Alleluia! Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  Amen.    


