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When | was ten years old, my family moved from south Wisconsin to the frozen tundra of northern
Minnesota. We moved in November, and when we arrived in Minnesota the ground was already
covered with a thick layer of snow. That following March | asked my mom if we would ever see grass. It
was the longest winter | had ever experienced, and | was beginning to think that this place didn’t have
any spring or summer. My mom assured me that the warmer spring weather would come probably
later in April. Of course, spring came, then summer, then fall, then winter again. It happened again and
again for several more years. | got used to it. By my college years, | wasn’t so bothered by the bitter
winters of Minnesota. | bundled up, sought shelter, and pressed forward with the confidence that
spring was closer every day.

When you know the season you are in, then you can plan for the season to come. And when you know
that the better season is coming, then you can tolerate the bitter season you are experiencing. God
created us this way. It's why he put the sun, moon, and stars in the sky. Other than providing light, they
also serve as signs for days, weeks, and seasons. God uses seasons to teach us to prepare. He also
teaches us to hope for what is to come.

The Advent season is about hope. It is an eternal hope, prepared for you in Christ from the foundations
of the world, secured for you by the Son of God who came in the flesh to bear your sins, and kept for
you in heaven where it will never fade away. In hope, you look forward to what Christ freely gives to
you right now. You are presently clothed with Christ. By faith, you presently have eternal life. You have
passed from death into life. You therefore press on in hope toward the goal. Every time you confess
your Savior, eat his body and blood, and sing of his saving merits, you do so with his arrival in mind. We
gather together in hope, looking to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.

The Apostle therefore says that our salvation is nearer to us than when we first believed. These words
are worth keeping in mind at all times. They are words of tremendous hope. Every day, you get closer
to seeing Jesus. Every day, the hour of meeting your Savior draws nearer. Christ, who has already saved
you by his grace, forgiven you and declared you righteous by his blood, promises that you will see him
face to face. You have put him on in your baptism, buried with him into his death and joined to his
resurrection. And the day that you will be rescued from this valley of sorrows is drawing closer and
closer.

Knowing this hope allows you to know the present time you are in. We live in a dark time. Our earthly
bodies are corrupted by sin, causing us to fall for the devil’s temptations all around us. The world is
ruled by the passions of sin and the pride of earthly life.

Just consider how this darkness covers the culture around us. People have embraced the murder of the
unborn, sexual immorality and other perversions. People think they can play God with the things God
alone creates. Marriage is treated as nothing more than a sheet of paper, a mere social contract that
you can destroy if you decide it isn’t working out for you. Or it is something to avoid altogether as
people indulge in their own self-serving passions. Children are treated as our own creations, which we
can decide to turn on and off at our own whim. And if you can’t conceive, you can go to a lab where
they manufacture human embryos in a petri dish, artificially plant a couple of them in your womb, and
freeze or destroy the remaining little humans left in the lab. Even Christians are led to participate in
these works of darkness.
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Meanwhile, people learn how to chase after wealth, lend money only to make a profit, and find rest for
their souls in their financial investments. Parents say they just want their children to be happy and
financially stable, but they couldn’t care less about whether their children and grandchildren grow to
know and fear the Lord who made them and redeemed them.

We live in a time of intense apathy. Apathy is to feel nothing. It means that you just don’t care. People
don’t care that God’s name is blasphemed and his Word twisted. They don’t care that their children are
deceived to believe lies. They just fall back on their lazy principles. As long as you believe in something.
As long as everyone gets along. As long as we remember that we are in this world together. These are
all lazy and shallow platitudes, designed to help you avoid thinking about God and his judgment.

This gray, dreary apathy only makes people doze off into the darkness. And this apathy is also
contagious. The churches fall into it too. It started with disagreeing on what Jesus gives us in his
Supper. But instead of defending the truth, people fell back on some lazy compromise. Whether you
believe the bread and wine are Christ’s body and blood doesn’t matter, they said. As long as you are
sincere in your worship of the Lord. Never mind that Christ gives us his body and blood for the
forgiveness of our sins and to nurture us in the faith. Instead, lazy, apathetic, and foolish Christians
didn’t want to defend our Lord’s words when he says, “This is my body . . . This is my blood.” So they
stripped the sacrament of its saving power and turned it into own pious looking work. This little bit of
yeast eventually leavened the whole lump. Then they start saying that it doesn’t matter whether the
pastor is a man or a woman, as long as he or she is sincere. Never mind that God created the man first
and demands that certain qualified men be called into this office (1 Tim 2:12 ff.). After a while, these
same churches say that they can call a man a woman or a woman a man. The gospel eventually
morphed from the free salvation won by Christ for all sinners into some social message about breaking
barriers and working together as a common humanity.

Like frogs gradually frozen in the ice of winter, these fools don’t recognize the time they are in. Their
laziness and apathy have resulted in utter hopelessness and despair. They have nothing to look forward
to but some dream of a better and braver and more tolerant world here on earth.

But you are not a fool. You know the time. This is because you have hope in Christ. You know him who
came in meekness, riding on a donkey into Jerusalem. You know him who faced the devil’s lies and bore
witness to the truth. You know him who took the sin of this world, including your own sin, upon himself
and made atonement to God. You know him who shines through the darkness, meets you in the midst
of this world of sin, and covers you with his own righteousness.

And he tells you that now is the time to wake up and look to what he has prepared for you. He comes to
you today in his Word, assuring you that your salvation is nearer now than when you first believed.
Don’t give up. Don’t fall into the lazy apathy of this world. You will see the green pastures prepared for
you. The night is almost over, and the day of Christ is ready to shine.

When you have this hope from Christ himself, then you can recognize the darkness of this world for
what it is. Why do people riot, live in drunkenness, sexual immorality, and wild living? Why do they
treat themselves as if they are gods? Why do they compromise on the truth and water down what our
Lord says? Why do they attack anyone who doesn’t approve and celebrate their behavior? It’s because
they have no hope. They won’t admit how dark this world is, because they have no confidence in the
light of Christ. They won’t admit that their own sinful condition, which is in all of us, is the reason this
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world is so dark. And this is because they have no confidence that Christ came to save them from this
darkness.

But you know this. You know what indulging in sin does. You know the deceit of your own heart. Yet,
you also know that Christ has come to save you. He didn’t come on a warhorse to destroy you and leave
you dead in your sins. No, he is your kind Savior and King of Righteousness. He died for your sins, and
he joined you to that very death through your baptism. You sing to him, “Hosanna,” which means “Save
us now.” You sing, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,” because you know him who
gives you his body and blood to eat and to drink as a sure token of the forgiveness of your sins, eternal
life, and salvation.

You therefore wear Christ as an armor of light. With this, he strengthens you to repent of the sin that
still clings to you, to throw away the works of darkness. Every day, knowing the time, you look forward
to Christ’s return by trusting in his promise. In this way, you are putting on Christ just as you first put
him on in your baptism. In this way, you can be sure that your sinful flesh doesn’t rule over you. The
darkness doesn’t overwhelm you. You have Christ, whose light shines bright in the darkness. He comes
to you with healing in his wings, with kindness and compassion, leading and strengthening you by his
Word. And as surely as he is risen from the dead, you can be sure that his words will not return empty.
The day you meet your Savior is closer now than when you first believed. This remains your sure hope
in every season of your life. Amen.



