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But here again the devil rules in the world,
so that the children forget their parents. We
all forget God, and no one considers how
God nourishes, protects, and defends us,
and how He bestows so much good on
body and soul. This is especially true when an evil time
comes. We grow angry and grumble with impatience, and
all the good that we have received throughout our life is
wiped out of our memory. We act the same way toward
our parents, and there is no child that understands and
considers what the parents have endured while nourishing and fostering him, unless the Holy Spirit grants him
this grace.
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In this way He separates and distinguishes
father and mother from all other persons
upon earth and places them at His side.
For it is a far higher thing to honor someone than to love someone, because honor
includes not only love, but also modesty, humility, and
submission to a majesty hidden in them.
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We must, therefore, impress this truth upon the young
that they should think of their parents as standing in
God’s place. They should remember that however lowly,
poor, frail, and strange their parents may be, nevertheless, they are the father and the mother given to them by
God. Parents are not to be deprived of their honor because of their conduct or their failings.
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So we have two kinds of fathers presented
in this commandment: fathers in blood and
fathers in office. Or, those who have the
care of the family and those who have the
care of the country. Besides these there are
still spiritual fathers. They are not like those in the papacy, who have had themselves called fathers but have
performed no function of the fatherly office. For the only

ones called spiritual fathers are those who govern and
guide us by God’s Word.
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This ought to encourage us and give us
hearts that would melt in pleasure and love
for those to whom we owe honor. We ought
to raise our hands and joyfully thank God,
who has given us such promises.
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For if we wish to have excellent and able
persons both for civil and Church leadership, we must spare no diligence, time, or
cost in teaching and educating our children, so that they may serve God and the
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In this commandment God—like a kind
father—steps in ahead of us, intervenes,
and wishes to have the quarrel settled, so
that no misfortune comes from it and no
one destroys another person. And briefly,
He would in this way protect, set free, and keep in peace
everyone against the crime and violence of everyone
else. He would have this commandment placed as a
wall, fortress, and refuge around our neighbor so that we
do not hurt or harm him in his body.
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Therefore, this commandment forbids
everyone to be angry, except those (as
we said) who are in the place of God, that
is, parents and the government. For it is
proper for God and for everyone who is in a divine estate to be angry, to rebuke, and to punish because of
those very persons who transgress this and the other
commandments.
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Therefore, this commandment is directed against all kinds of unchastity,
whatever it may be called. 203 Not
only is the outward act of adultery
forbidden, but also every kind of
cause, motive, and means of adultery. Then the
heart, the lips, and the whole body may be chaste
and offer no opportunity, help, or persuasion toward inchastity.
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Therefore, it is the duty of parents and
the government to see to it that our
youth are brought up with discipline
and respectability. When they have
become mature, parents and government should
provide for them to marry in the fear of God and
honorably. God would not fail to add His blessing
and grace, so that people would have joy and
happiness from marriage.

peding, hindering, and withholding his possessions and
property), or even to consent or allow such injury. Instead, we should interfere and prevent it. (b) It is commanded that we advance and improve his possessions.
When they suffer lack, we should help, share, and lend
both to friends and foes
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For, as we have just said, to “steal” means
not only emptying our neighbor’s money
box and pockets. It also means grasping
property in the market, in all stores, booths,
wine and beer cellars, workshops, and, in
short, wherever there is trading or taking and giving of
money for merchandise or labor.
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This is enough of an explanation of what stealing is. Let
the commandment not be understood too narrowly. But
let it apply to everything that has to do with our neighbors. Briefly, in summary (as in the former commandments) this is what is forbidden: (a) To do our neighbor
any injury or wrong (in any conceivable manner, by im-

q

Next, this commandment extends very
much further, if we are to apply it to spiritual
jurisdiction or administration. Here it is a
common occurrence that everyone bears
false witness against his neighbor. For wherever there
are godly preachers and Christians, they must bear the
sentence before the world that calls them heretics, apostates, and indeed, instigators and desperately wicked
unbelievers. Besides, God’s Word must suffer in the most
shameful and hateful manner, being persecuted, blasphemed, contradicted, perverted, and falsely quoted and
interpreted. But let this go. For this is the way of the blind
world, which condemns and persecutes the truth and
God’s children, and yet considers it no sin.
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To bear false witness is nothing else than a
work of the tongue. Now, God prohibits
whatever is done with the tongue against a
fellow man. This applies to false preachers
with their doctrine and blasphemy, false judges and witnesses with their verdict, or outside of court by lying and
speaking evil. Here belongs particularly the detestable,
shameful vice of speaking behind a person’s back and
slandering, to which the devil spurs us on, and of which
much could be said. For it is a common evil plague that
everyone prefers hearing evil more than hearing good
about his neighbor. We ourselves are so bad that we
cannot allow anyone to say anything bad about us. Everyone would much prefer that all the world should speak
of him in glowing terms. Yet we cannot bear that the best
is spoken about others.
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So also among ourselves should we clothe
whatever blemishes and infirmities we find
in our neighbor and serve and help him to
promote his honor to the best of our ability.
On the other hand, we should prevent whatever may be disgraceful to him. It is especially an excellent and noble virtue for someone always to explain
things for his neighbor’s advantage and to put the best
construction on all he may hear about his neighbor (if it is
not notoriously evil).
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