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alone should be sure that He will show them mercy. In
other words, He will show them pure goodness and
blessing, not only for themselves, but also to their children and their children’s children, even to the thousandth generation and beyond that.
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A god means that from which we are to
expect all good and in which we are to
take refuge in all distress. So, to have a
God is nothing other than trusting and
believing Him with the heart. I have often said that the
confidence and faith of the heart alone make both God
and an idol. If your faith and trust is right, then your god
is also true. On the other hand, if your trust is false and
wrong, then you do not have the true God. For these
two belong together, faith and God.
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The First Commandment has instructed the
heart and taught the faith. This commandment now leads us forward and directs the
mouth and tongue to God. For the first
things that spring from the heart and show themselves
are words.
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See, here you have the meaning of the
true honor and worship of God, which
pleases God, and which He commands
under penalty of eternal wrath. The heart
knows no other comfort or confidence than in Him. It
must not allow itself to be torn from Him. But, for Him, it
must risk and disregard everything upon earth. On the
other hand, you can easily see and sense how the world
practices only false worship and idolatry. For no people
have ever been so corrupt that they did not begin and
continue some divine worship. Everyone has set up as
his special god whatever he looked to for blessings,
help, and comfort.

q

-

q

q

Now you understand what it means to take
God’s name in vain. In sum it means (a) to
use His name simply for purposes of falsehood, (b) to assert in God’s name something that is not true, or (c) to curse, swear, use spells,
and, in short, to practice whatever wickedness one may.
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But as terrible as these threatenings are,
so much more powerful is the consolation
in the promise. For those who cling to God
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So it is natural to conclude that since this
commandment forbids using the holy
name for falsehood or wickedness, we
are, on the other hand, commanded to
use His name for truth and for all good,
like when someone takes an oath truthfully when it is
needed and it is demanded. This commandment also
applies to right teaching and to calling on His name in
trouble or praising and thanking Him in prosperity, and
so on.
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Let me tell you this, even though you know
God’s Word perfectly and are already a
master in all things: you are daily in the
devil’s kingdom. He ceases neither day nor
night to sneak up on you and to kindle in your heart unbelief and wicked thoughts against these three commandments and all the commandments. Therefore, you must
always have God’s Word in your heart, upon your lips,
and in your ears. But where the heart is idle and the Word
does not make a sound, the devil breaks in and has done
the damage before we are aware. On the other hand, the
Word is so effective that whenever it is seriously contemplated, heard, and used, it is bound never to be without
fruit. It always awakens new understanding, pleasure,
and devoutness and produces a pure heart and pure
thoughts. For these words are not lazy or dead, but are
creative, living words.
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So when someone asks you, “What is
meant by the commandment: You shall
sanctify the holy day?” Answer like this,
“To sanctify the holy day is the same as to
keep it holy.” “But what is meant by keeping it holy?” “Nothing else than to be occupied with holy
words, works, and life.” For the day needs no sanctification for itself. It has been created holy in itself. But God
desires the day to be holy to you. Therefore, it becomes
holy or unholy because of you, whether you are occupied on that day with things that are holy or unholy.
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